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5th Sunday After the Epiphany                                                                   9:30 a.m. 

With a taste of salt and a glimmer of light, food is enhanced and the darkness is dispelled. 
With life in the Spirit and the discipline of faith, neighbors are served and Christ pro-
claimed. Let life find its savor in service among others, as the light of the gospel becomes a 
beacon of hope. Then good works shall be made manifest and God’s name shall be given 
the glory. 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC                                                                                                “Mighty to Save”                   

(As we share in our pre-service music, kids from 6th grade and down are invited to come 
forward, take a rhythm instrument and join Pastor Jim and be part of the rhythm section.) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 
GATHERING 

 
 

PRELUDE                                “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”                         Gilbert Martin 
                   

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)                                                    Lay Reader: Tom Thompson 
 
L: This is God’s time; 

P: A time for worship. 

L: It is time for setting aside your frustration over a work situation. 

P: Let it go, at least for now, and rest in God’s love for you. 

L: It is time for setting aside your anger at someone who has wounded you.   

P: Let it go! God has forgiven our worst sin, so we should forgive and let go. 

L: It is a time for setting aside your feelings of inferiority and inadequacy. 

P: Let us remember  that we have been finely crafted by the creator of the universe. 

L:  You are a gem, a jewel, a child of God. In this time this morning allow the light of   
 God’s love to banish those feelings; 

 

 

 

 

SIGN ME UP 

I’m  interested in serving in the fol-

lowing ways: 

Communion 

Media Team  

Hospitality Team 

Music Ministry 

Teach Sunday School 

Refreshments after Worship 

Ushering 

Greeter 

Other (Please write in) 

________________________________ 

 

 

I’d like to receive the Prayer Chain 

  Yes                           No   

I’d like to participate in: 

 Sunday School Teacher 

 Help with Ash Wednesday/ 

  Lenten Services. 

NAME:___________________________ 

Email/Phone:______________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

SENDING 

  

CLOSING HYMN  No. 2214 (Faith We Sing)                           “Lead Me, Guide Me”                                   

(During the closing hymn, we invite children grade six and under to be excused 
to the Discovery Zone. Please follow the Adventure Leader who will meet you in 

the hallway behind the pews.)                                                                  

 

 

BENEDICTION: 

L:    God sends you forth from the gathered church 

P: To be ambassadors for Christ. 

L: To lift instead of lean, to help instead of hinder. Go forth from this place, 

P: To reap the harvest of God’s love. 

L: Go from this place 

P:   To continue to sow seeds of justice, peace, and love. 

L:  Go from this place to nourish and be nourished, 

 P:   Knowing that God is ever a part of our lives. 

L:  Go to claim a corner of the world for God. 

P:    And may the Holy Spirit go with us and abide with us. 

L:  Amen. 

P:    Amen.  

 

                                                         POSTLUDE       

         

 

This service is subject to change by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Ushers: Martha Lentz, Mike Lentz, Sheila Weeks, Lloyd Weeks, Dave Green 

Greeters: Cindy and Jim Ridley 

 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall after worship for the Scouts Chili Feed. 

Thank you to the Boy Scouts for serving. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

“The United Methodist Church of Grand Rapids, MN seeks to build 
disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, education, outreach, and 

fellowship. We will strive to share God’s Grace with all for the 
transformation of ourselves, our community, and the world.” 



 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                      “Light it Up”                                                                  

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS                                                            Lay Reader: Tom Thompson 

 Isaiah 58:1-9a                                                                                                            NRSV  

 1 Corinthians 2”1-12                                                                                                 NRSV 

 

 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES AND OURSELVES TO GOD  

 Offertory      

(As the children’s hymn is played before the formal offertory, children are invited to 
come to the altar and drop any loose change in the children’s offering plate.)                                                             

 Doxology No. 94                                  “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING                                                            “Here I Am to Worship” 

 

CONCERNS OF CHRIST’S COMMUNITY 

In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice 

Look to God, do not be afraid. Lift up your voices, 

The Lord is near, lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 

ANTHEM                                        “Don’t Be Worried”                                               CHOIR 

 

GOSPEL READING:                       Matthew 5:13-20                                                 MSG 

 

MESSAGE                    “A Salty Luminescence”               Rev. James Crecelius 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

Add my request to the Prayer Chain  

 for: 

Short-term (4  weeks) 

Long-term (6 months) 

I would like the pastor to 

           Visit ______  Call_____ 

 

My Next Step Today: 

I’m beginning a relationship with   

  Jesus 

I want to make arrangements to be  

       Baptized (or have my child baptized) 

 I want to get involved in a Bible  

   Study/Small Group 

 I will begin to serve in a new way 

 I would like to talk to someone 

        considering membership 

 

NAME:__________________________ 

PHONE:_________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P: Our worry, judgement, anger, fear. 

L: Release them! 

P: And let the Lord of all love lift you high into his presence  

L: Where peace 

Men: And grace 

Women:   And joy abound. 

ALL:  Come—let us draw close to God. 

 

*OPENING HYMN  No. 206 (Red Hymnal)                         “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Responsive)                                                Lay Reader:  Tom Thompson 

L: Let’s think for a moment about the selfishness that resides in each one of us. 

P: I’d rather not! 

L: Me either. But it is hidden selfishness that silently suffocates the Spirit of God within us. So 
let’s think. Let’s unearth the place where we are currently being self centered. 

(Time of Silent Prayer) 

L: Now that you have found that place, that sin, let’s share this prayer together as a way of 
 giving it up to God. 

ALL: Father, I have this sin, this selfishness I can’t seem to overcome. 

L: I judge people constantly. 

P: I talk about others all the time. 

L: I am so undisciplined that I neglect you. 

P: I can’t stop being busy and neglecting my family. 

L: I focus way too much on money and material things. 

P: I am too easily angered. 

L: I give In to the sins of the flesh. 

P: I hate. 

L: I deceive. 

P: I disrespect. 

L: I, we, come before you now, Lord. 

P: Begging you to take this sin from us.  We are weak. You are strong. 

L: Here is our sin. 

P: Take it. Take the need to do it. 

L: Take the desire that leads to it. 

P: Take it all from us. We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

 

 

 

 


