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          OUR MISSION: 
 
         Grow                Reach        Heal  
                   
In Love of God and Neighbor       New People                   A Broken World 
 

 Visitors Expected 
 The Order of Celebration and Worship 

 March 8, 2020 
2nd  Sunday in Lent                                                                                      9:30 a.m. 

John’s Gospel speaks of rebirth and new life. Both are required to enter God’s Kingdom. 
Rebirth occurs as one receives God’s Spirit. New life is received though God’s gift of God’s 
Son. It is time to put  the old order aside in order that God’s will may be known.  Baptism 
and repentance remain points of departure for life lived in faith. 

                    

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC                                                                                                             “Forever”                                       

 (“As we share in our pre-service music, kids from 6th grade and down are invited to come 
forward, take a rhythm instrument and join Pastor Jim and be part of the rhythm section.) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 
GATHERING 

 
PRELUDE                                                 “Amazing Grace!”                            Matthew McConnell 

 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)                                                  Lay Reader:  Karen Andersen 
 
L: To God who claims our lives off the refuse pile, 

P: We raise our praises. 

L: To the God who changes our names from “Not My People” to “My Beloved.” 

P: We raise our praises. 

L: To the God who removes our sin from us as far as the east is from the west, 

P: We raise our praises. 

L: To the God who transforms our hearts of stone into hearts of compassion, 

P: We raise our praises. 

L: To the God who conquers death and opens the gates of heaven to us, 

P: We raise our praises. 

L: Come, let us worship the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

P: Come let us worship our God! 

L: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

SIGN ME UP 

I’m  interested in serving in the fol-

lowing ways: 

Communion 

Media Team  

Hospitality Team 

Music Ministry 

Teach Sunday School 

Refreshments after Worship 

Ushering 

Greeter 

Other (Please write in) 

________________________________ 

 

 

I’d like to receive the Prayer Chain 

  Yes                           No   

I’d like to participate in: 

 Sunday School Teacher 

 Help with Ash Wednesday/ 

  Lenten Services. 

NAME:___________________________ 

Email/Phone:______________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

SENDING 

 

CLOSING HYMN  No. 369 (Red Hymnal)                                  “Blessed Assurance”                                  

    (During the closing hymn, we invite children grade six and under to be ex-
cused to the Discovery Zone. Please follow the Adventure Leader who 
will meet you in the hallway  behind the pews.)                                                                  

 

BENEDICTION: 

L:     May you know hope in the midst of doubts, 

P:  Assurance in times of questioning and peace in the presence of             
 con flict. 

L:  May God grant you grace to follow in faith where Christ has led the way, 

P:  That we live each day with courage and perseverance. 

L:       May your journey this week lead you ever closer to the heart of God, 

P:  And may God walk with us all as we follow Christ’s way. 

 

                                                         POSTLUDE       

         

 

This service is subject to change by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Ushers: Steve Zimmer, Jim Shaw, Jacob Zimmer, and Joel Zimmer 

Greeter: JoAnn Gould 

 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee. 

                            Thank you to Bertha Hamilton for serving.                                                           

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

        OUR VISION: 

“The United Methodist Church of Grand Rapids, MN seeks to build 
disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, education, outreach, and 

fellowship. We will strive to share God’s Grace with all for the 
transformation of ourselves, our community, and the world.” 

        OUR VALUES: 

  Love, Community, Welcoming, Generosity, Inclusiveness, Worship 



 

 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                   A Cross “On the Inside”                                                                

 

SHARING OUR STORIES 

 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES AND OURSELVES TO GOD  

 Offertory                                                                                                                                 
(As the children’s hymn is played before the formal offertory, children are invited to 
come to the altar and drop any loose change in the children’s offering plate.)                                                             

 Doxology No. 94                                       “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING No. 2074 (Faith We Sing)                           “Shout to the Lord” 

 

 CONCERNS OF CHRIST’S COMMUNITY 

 

“Walk With Us”  No. 2199 (Faith We Sing)  vs. 2 and 4 

Walk with us, our spirits sigh: Hear when our weary spirits cry, 

Feel again our loss, our pain: Jesus, take us to your side. 

Talk with us, till we behold a joyful life you will unfold; 

Heal our eyes to see the prize; Jesus, take us to the light. 

 

ANTHEM                                              “More Like You, Lord”                                            Choir                                    

 

   

GOSPEL READING:                               John 3:1-17                                                         MSG 

 

MESSAGE                Lenten Sermon Series: Sinners Anonymous                                                                              
      Week 2: In an Intentional Direction “A New Way”                                                         
                       Rev. James Crecelius 

    

 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

Add my request to the Prayer Chain  

 for: 

Short-term (4  weeks) 

Long-term (6 months) 

I would like the pastor to 

           Visit ______  Call_____ 

 

My Next Step Today: 

I’m beginning a relationship with   

  Jesus 

I want to make arrangements to be  

       Baptized (or have my child baptized) 

 I want to get involved in a Bible  

   Study/Small Group 

 I will begin to serve in a new way 

 I would like to talk to someone 

        considering membership 

 

NAME:__________________________ 

PHONE:_________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*OPENING HYMN  No. 159 (Red Hymnal)                                                            “Lift High the Cross” 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Responsive)                                               Lay Reader:  Karen Andersen 

L: The Prayer of Confession this morning is for those of us who are dealing with some sin or 
 habit that has a hold of you, so...everybody. Something you battle with all the time, maybe  
 daily, maybe hourly. Now I don’t have a magic pill for you, but surrendering it to God can be 
 a huge first step. 

PASTOR: Maybe you have an alcohol problem you haven’t faced — or drugs. Maybe it is a             
 constant battle with eating. Pornography on the internet is a huge problem. Maybe there is               
 some sin that haunts you. Anger just rules you. Fear grips you. Your children are growing up, 
 and away from you. It pains you. 

P: This morning, in silence, I am ready to let Jesus help me: I’m ready to give it to him; I 
 know he is ready to take it. 

L: If you are ready, then turn it over in the silent prayer we are about to pray, but as you do, 
remember that he will help you but you must take a step beyond the prayer; you need a 
prayer partner, a confidant you trust, to support and help you. See in your mind’s eye your 
favorite outdoor place. A stream, a lake, a field, a garden. You are a short distance from the 
place, approaching it. It’s morning. The  sun is shining brightly. 

PASTOR: As you approach you can see Jesus sitting, on a chair, a rock, the ground. He is waiting       
 for you. Go to him now. See yourself coming close to him. He smiles as you approach. He is 
 obviously glad to see you.                                                                                                                     
P:   I am with him now. He embraces me, and we sit together. He says to me,       

L: “I can see there is something bothering you, my child. Tell me of it. “Now you must tell           
 him. Whatever is  bothering you; whatever has become a burden to you; whatever is         
 obs tructing your relationship with him; tell him now.  (Silent Pause) 

PASTOR:  Now, he looks you in the eye, smiles again and says to you, “First, you must know     
 that there is nothing  you can ever do that would cause me to disown you or stop loving       
 you, and you must know that there is no problem, no obstacle, no tragedy or trial, that   
 you and I cannot overcome.  Let us begin overcoming this problem today. Right this            
 minute. 

L: Jesus has spoken, now you must leave this place. What will you say to him as you leave?  
Say it now. (Silent Pause) Now pray with me. 

ALL:  Lord, thank you for your never-ending love. Be my strength as I try to work with you to 
 overcome the obstacles I face today, and will face tomorrow. As I seek to live my life for 
 you. Amen. 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

 

 

 

 


