
Grand Rapids United Methodist Church     
1701 S.E. Fifth Ave. 
Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
218-327-2216 
www.umcgrmn.org 
 
         Grow                Reach        Heal  
                   
In Love of God and Neighbor       New People                   A Broken World 
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           January 5, 2020 
Epiphany  Sunday                                                                                        9:30 a.m. 

The heavens proclaim  a birth in Bethlehem. Following a star, three Magi journey to see 
what has occurred. They carry with them gifts appropriate for a ruler: gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.  Upon arrival at the scene, they observe a mother and child, God’s heavenly 
glory, on earth, to bring light to the nations. Proclaiming God’s praise, they fall down and 
worship. The radiance of God’s love evokes wonder and awe. 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC                                                                                   “How Great is Our God” 

(As we share in our pre-service music, kids from 6th grade and down are invited to come 
forward, take a rhythm instrument and join Pastor Jim and be part of the rhythm section.) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

                    

PRELUDE                                                  “Masters in the Hall”           Robert Hughes 

 

 

GATHERING 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)                                              Lay Reader:  Nancy O’Toole 
 
L: “Hey,” God says, “I am talking to you; arise, shine, for your light has come,” 

P: And the glory of the Lord has risen upon us, 

L: You, creator God, brought light out of the primeval dark. 

P: You, protector God, marched before your people as a pillar of light in the desert 
night. 

L: Your glory shone from the face of your son, Jesus. 

P: Who alone could say, “I am the light of the world.” 

L: The people who sit in great darkness 

P: Have seen a great light. 

L:  Arise, let us leave the gloomy night; 

P: Let us behold the glorious sight; 

L: Make straight, then, the crooked highways, 

P: Exalt the valleys and make low the mountains 

L: We will press on, seeking him as our guiding star! 

P: We will follow him wherever he might lead us! Amen. 

 

 

 

 

SIGN ME UP 

I’m  interested in serving in the fol-

lowing ways: 

Communion 

Media Team  

Hospitality Team 

Music Ministry 

Teach Sunday School 

Refreshments after Worship 

Ushering 

Greeter 

Other (Please write in) 

________________________________ 

 

 

I’d like to receive the Prayer Chain 

  Yes                           No   

I’d like to participate in: 

 Sunday School Teacher 

       Lumber Jack and Jill Sunday 

 Help with Ash Wednesday/ 

  Lenten Services. 

NAME:___________________________ 

Email/Phone:______________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         POSTLUDE               

 

This service is subject to change by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Ushers: Sue Kolka, Randy Kolka, Pam Bloom, Dave Bloom, Dave Strock 

Greeter: Carolyn Orlich 

 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee & fellowship. 

Thank you to the O’Toole’s for serving today. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Sermon Notes: 



 

 Doxology No. 95            “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   No. 254 (Red Hymnal)                              We Three Kings” 

 

CONCERNS OF CHRIST’S COMMUNITY 

In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice 

Look to God, do not be afraid. Lift up your voices, 

The Lord is near, lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 

GOSPEL READING:                       Matthew 2:1-12                                                    MSG 

 

MESSAGE                                        “The Road is Long...”               Rev. James Crecelius 

 

COMMUNION 

 

CLOSING HYMN  No. 245 (Red Hymnal)                                        “ The First Noel” 

(During the closing hymn, we invite children grade six and under to be excused to the 
Discovery Zone. Please follow the Adventure Leader who will meet you in the hallway 

behind the pews.)                                                                  

 

SENDING 

BENEDICTION: 

L:    To the least of God’s saints, grace is given. Thus we have received grace           
 upon grace. 

P:  The boundless riches of Christ are ours to share.  Our faith in Christ gives us 
 access to God. 

L:  Go forth in boldness and confidence. God in Christ will meet our needs and 
 give us voice. 

P:  How exciting it is to proclaim God’s ways. Our hearts thrill and rejoice, 
 through grace we are radiant. 

L:  God’s work of justice is our work. God’s peacemaking  is our mandate. 

P:  We are servants of God’s purposes. We will follow the road of justice and 
 peace. 

L:  Amen. 

P:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

Add my request to the Prayer Chain  

 for: 

Short-term (4  weeks) 

Long-term (6 months) 

I would like the pastor to 

           Visit ______  Call_____ 

 

My Next Step Today: 

I’m beginning a relationship with   

  Jesus 

I want to make arrangements to be  

       Baptized (or have my child baptized) 

 I want to get involved in a Bible  

   Study/Small Group 

 I will begin to serve in a new way 

 I would like to talk to someone 

        considering membership 

 

NAME:__________________________ 

PHONE:_________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*OPENING HYMN  No. 2236 (Faith We Sing)                                                                “Gather Us  In” 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION (Responsive)                                                       Lay Reader:  Nancy O’Toole 

L: King of righteousness, 

P: We tend toward comfort and conformity in the world, 

L: Rather than taking our place in ways that are right, 

P: We act as if the line between right and wrong 

L: Is insignificant to you. 

P: We do not let your righteousness rule in us. 

L: Ruler of justice, 

P: Who sees those who are oppressed 

L: And hears the cries of the afflicted and marginalized; 

P: We live sheltered and self-centered lives,  

L: Not seeing or hearing or caring or acting as you do 

P: On behalf of those who are hurting or dying. 

L: Our sense of justice is dulled. 

P: We are slow to respond to your call to justice. 

L: King of righteousness, ruler of justice, 

P: Forgive us, change us, reign in us, 

L: So that our lives will bear evidence to your presence in us 

P: To those who need to know you. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                             “ Just a Minute”                                                                                   

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS                                                                                 Lay Reader:  Nancy O’Toole 

 Isaiah 60:1-6                                                                                                                                   NRSV 

 Ephesians 3:1-12                                                                                                                            NRSV 

 

 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES AND OURSELVES TO GOD  

 Offertory      

(As the children’s hymn is played before the formal offertory, the children are invited to come to 

the altar and drop any loose change in the white children’s offering plate.)                                                             

 
 
 

 


