
Dear Grand Rapids United Methodist Church family,

This coming May our Minnesota Annual Conference will be hosting the 2020 General
Conference of the United Methodist Church.  This is a world-wide denominational
conference made up of delegates elected from each and all Annual Conferences
around the world.  At the General Conference there will be votes and actions taken
concerning the LGBTQ issue.  My wish is that we, together as a congregation, are as
well informed as possible on the many proposals being considered.

Right now, as of the first of January 2020, we are under the “Traditional Plan” as voted
on at the Special General Conference in St. Louis in Feb. 2019. In this plan Gay &
Lesbian clergy can not be ordained nor can any clergy in our tradition perform a same-
sex marriage.

At our Minnesota Annual Conference in June 0f 2019 the delegates passed a resolution
called “Moving Forward – A Vision” as a response to the vote and action taken at the St.
Louis General Conference. In its language it states, “Whereas in these times of
denominational disagreement, we have been encouraged to articulate what kind of
conference the Minnesota Annual Conference is going to be”.  That vision states, “We
envision a Methodism that is rooted in Jesus, grounded in Wesleyan theology, inclusive
of all persons, and engaged in the work of justice and reconciliation.”  “ we are
committed to inclusiveness in all aspects of the life of the church, by embracing the
richness of diversity found in sexual orientation, race, physical or mental disability,
national origin, marital status, gender identity, ethnicity, economic status, and age….We
affirm each clergyperson’s prayerful discernment in officiating wedding ceremonies for
any prepared couple who comes to them.”  The document also encourages the
Conference’s Board of Ordained Ministry to not let a ordination candidates sexual
orientation be a determining factor for their ordination.  This resolution was passed 85%
to 14%.

As our denomination heads toward the May General Conference in Minneapolis there
are numerus proposals and legislation set for discussion.  In the office is a comparison
chart of these proposals.  In the past two weeks a document called “The Protocol” has
made national news. This is a recent proposal by a diverse group of leaders, including
representation from Africa, that would result in the UMC remaining as an inclusive
denomination while enabling traditionalists to apply for a new branch of Methodism. This
was created after the legislation cutoff for General Conference 2020, but there are some
other ways legislation can be submitted, so the expectation is that this will be
considered in May.

As of tomorrow, there will be copies of this document available in the office.  Also, there
will be links to all this information available on our website page and in our Thoughts For
The Day emails this week.  This is the first of at least four letters I will write to our
congregation in the coming weeks and months heading up to the General Conference. 
My wish is that we as well informed as possible.  This is a time od angst in our



denomination and in the lives of local congregations – including ours.  First – God is
with us and God is faithful   Second, we are united in the love of Christ; not theological
stance. Third, we are a body of believers and brothers and sisters in Christ.  Our
tradition’s founder, John Wesley said, “WE may not all think alike but we can all love
alike.  As we go forward together may we do so in love, forbearance, humility, and
grace.

Be God’s, Pastor Jim Crecelius


