
 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

1701 SE 5th Avenue 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

December Sunday Schedule 
Services at 9:30 am 
 

  Dec. 6    Isaiah 40:1-11 
  2 Peter 3:8-15a 
  Mark 1:1-8 

 

  Dec. 13  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
  John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

 Dec. 20 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
  Romans 16:L25-27 
  Luke 1:26-38 
 

 Dec. 27 Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
  Galatians 4:4-7 
  Luke 2:22-40 
 

  Jan. 3   Isaiah 60:1-6 
  Ephesians 3:1-12 
  Matthew 2:1-12 
 
 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 
1701 SE 5th Ave • Grand Rapids, MN 
2 blocks west of the Grand Rapids Airport 
 

218-327-2216 
 

secretary@umcgrmn.org 
 

www.umcgrmn.org 
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Password: 
BeOurGuest 



Rapids 
United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

GROW 
in love of 

God and neighbor 
 

REACH 
new people 

 

HEAL 
a broken world 

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. James Crecelius 

 
 

Administrator 
Jodi Martin 

 
 

Accompanists 
Susan Hoolihan 

Gretchen Bensen 
 
 

Ready Set Grow Preschool 
Mary Hanson 

Shari Tverberg 
 
 

Custodial 

Justine Williams 
 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00-1:00 
 

 

MISSION NEWS – DECEMBER, 2020 

We continue to give coats to those in need.  We 

have partnered with Zion Clothes Closet and Foster 

Love to share coats that we have stored in the garage.  Jodi continues to get requests 

for coats and other winter wear which we give if we have the sizes needed.   

Christmas is coming.  For several years, we have been sponsoring 5-6 families giving 

them gifts for each member of the family as well as a gift card for groceries.  This is 

especially needed in this difficult time of Covid.  We hope to gift 5-6 local families 

again this year. To date, these are the families we will be gifting.  A single dad with 

two boys, ages 4 and 6, who is trying to establish a stable home for them.  Another 

single dad with two daughters, ages 3 and 6, who is unemployed (due to the need to 

care for his girls) and is struggling with distance learning.  A young single mom with 

two daughters, ages 1 and 3, who has been laid off.  In conversation with her, she 

shared that she has a BA degree, is going to school for nursing, has been laid off and 

is trying to fill out all of the necessary forms to get help.  At this time, she can’t afford 

diapers.   

If you would like to contribute to our Christmas mission, please send or bring your   

donation to the church office by December 7.  Your Mission team will buy and wrap 

gifts and deliver to these families December 16-18.  Just an FYI, there will NOT be a 

Gingerbread Giving Tree this year.  The Giving Tree program is being taken over by 

Toys For Tots.  All Edward Jones offices in town will accept unwrapped toys.  If you 

have any questions, please contact Kay Klingman. 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING:  As with so much of life right now, the bell ringing 
for Salvation Army will be completely outside.  There are openings December 1 - 3 
and December 7 - 14.  In the past we have had 2 hour shifts.  If you are willing and 
able to ring the bells outside, please contact Kay Klingman at 612-845-6649 or 
rkklinger@gmail.com.   

Thank you for your continued generosity and service during 2020.  Our congregation 

makes it possible to meet the needs of so many people locally and in the world.  

God Bless! 

 

 

NEWS 
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As I sit to share all the “good tidings” and “Yuletide warmth” of the com-

ing season, our world finds itself coming into an Advent/Christmas sea-

son unlike any of us have lived through before.  In the ravage of Covid it 

is hard to have a sense of the cheerfulness of the season.  I could quote 

all the heartbreaking numbers and numbing stats, but the truth is the 

Truth of Christmas is more relevant and powerful at this Christmas more 

than ever! 

We can find real and solid joy in the Truth of a Savior born, even – no 

especially in the context of threat and crisis.  “And He shall be called Emanuel (which means, God-with-us).” Is what 

scripture declares!  “God-with-us” is great news!  As we struggle with pandemic, political chaos, economic crisis the 

Truth is God is breaking into the midst of it all – right now, just as Christ did on that first Christmas 2000 years 

ago.  When threat, and trouble, and fear and doubt seem to overwhelm, God makes a definitive declaration of love 

and presence!  “For God so loved(s) the world”!  So much so that God comes fully into the present moment – then 

and now – to make a way for us!  For you, and I, and each, and all! Our All-Surpassing God arrives as an Overcoming 

Savior.  In the midst of all that confronts us and at times seems too much, God says, “I am with you and nothing – 

not one thing – not any bunch of things – can separate my love for you”. 

Let us remember what the angels say to Mary, then Joseph, then to the shepherds: “Do not be afraid!”  The power 

of Emanuel carries us through the crises of our times and into the presence of Divine Love, Blessing, and Grace!  May 

we also remember what the Psalmist declares of their experience of God’s presence: “Yea, though I walk though the 

valley of the shadow of death,”. We are children of the God of “Through”.  Not a God who stands at one edge of the 

abyss we find ourselves in and cheers, “You can make it”.  Nor a God who stands at the other and calls, “Your almost 

here”.  No! We have the God Emanuel who walks through the worst valleys with us; stride for stride and will never 

leave us!  

Advent is a season of waiting, preparing, and expectation.  Let’s be at work in preparing ourselves for the coming of 

the Christ Child.  In a season of Covid and societal chaos, we can be preparing our hearts through prayer, reading the 

scriptures – especially the Bethlehem stories and the claims of the prophets concerning God’s faithfulness and gra-

cious initiative.  May we be actively waiting; doing the work of the Commonwealth of this coming Christ.  May we be 

humbly expectant knowing our God is not overcome and is ever faithful.  May we be watchful, looking for the new 

thing God is doing in our midst. 

Especailly in a time as ours, know the “unovercomable” (my new word) Truth that God breaks through the chaos and 

crises of our times. That in God’s great love for you and I and each and all a Savior is born.  That this is “good news of 

great joy for all people”!  Do be cheerful this Christmas season!  Have lots of Joy and be of good cheer! Embrace the 

grace of Emanuel! Merry, Merry Christmas! 

Be God’s,  Pastor Jim 

 

Jodel and I feel so blessed and grateful to 

have been appointed to pastor and serve this 

church.  We want to thank you all for the 

cards, words of kindness, prayers, and gifts 

we received during pastor appreciation 

month in October.  Please know how much 

we feel it a privilege and blessing to be serving this congregation!  Again, Thank you all very much!    

Be God’s,  Pastor Jim & Jodel 



Coordinators: Carolyn Orlich and 
Steve & Stephanie Zimmer 
  
Karen Anderson 
Ross & Margaret Cass 
Patty Christensen 
Ken & Sandy Hansen 
Mary Hanson 
Marva Jean Hutchens 
Ken & Carol Kerr 
Candice Kortekaas 
Mike & Martha Lentz 
Jarod & Jen Lund 
Michael & Mandy Norton 
John & Kathy Pliska 
Jim & Cindy Ridley 
Dave & Margy Strock 
Sheila & Lloyd Weeks 
Jake & Carrie Zimmer 
  
The captain will contact you if 

there is a need for help serving a 

lunch, funeral or other event. 

Dec. 2 Jane Todd 

 7 Sue Kolka 

 8 Keith Lightfoot 

 11 June Kent 

 14 Cindy Iaizzo 

 14 Patricia Kutzorik 

 17 Madison Williams 

 20 Muriel Johnson-Fattic 

 20 Bill Hagenbuck 

 21 Abigail Zimmer 

 21 Robert Mitchell 

 22 Nancy O'Toole 

 23 Joni Namyst 

 26 Arnold Hietala 

 26 Deb Hagenbuc 

       30    Jim Mostoller 

 31 Myrtle Petersen 

Dec. 5 Ross & Margaret Cass 

 17 Kent & Darla Kirwin 

         23  Craig & Shelly Hink 

We would like to extend a 
big heart felt thank you to 
our church family for all the 
cards and calls to help us cel-
ebrate our 70th Anniversary 
as well as the calls we are 
still receiving just to check in 
with us. You will never know 
how much that helps us get 

though our days.  During  these times it is very easy 
to feel isolated and forgotten, thankfully because of 
all of you we have not had to feel that way, instead 
you  have all made us feel part of the church even 
when we cannot see you in person.   We have so 
many things to be thankful for this Holiday  season 
including all of you!! 

Thank you and take care, we hope to see you all 
again soon, 

Duane and Mary Hill 

A note from Nancy O’Toole: 

June Kent,  will be 99 on December 11th.  I’d like to 

put out a request that members send cards to her. 

June loves receiving cards and has also been a per-

son who has sent many cards to others.   

Her address is:  June Kent    

                            312 Second Avenue SE,  

                            Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

  Longest Night Service, Dec. 21st at 7:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Service, Dec. 24th at 4:00 pm 



 

 

 

Wednesday Prayer  
Ministry & Brown Bag 
Lunch in going Virtual!   
 

Starting December 2nd we 
will begin meeting via Zoom.  

Please email Jodi at: 
secretary@umcgrmn.org for the link and password.  
 
In December, we will begin the book called “Talking 
with God” by Adam Weber.  This is open to all, 
please join as we cover our congregation, commu-
nity, and world in thought and prayer.   

FIRESIDE READERS 

We continue our reading 
year in December with a 
book titled The Gown by 
Jennifer Robson.  This 

book is a historical novel set in England following 
WW II. A fascinating story it follows the lives of 
those entrusted with making Queen Elizabeth’s wed-
ding gown.  Copies are available through the public 
library.  We will meet on Monday, December 26 at 
6:30 PM.  

Details regarding the meeting will come via email 
and/or Thought for the Day. Fireside Readers is a 
group that enjoys reading or listening to books and 
all are welcome to join us. The group selects the 
books they want to read for each month. Join us! 

SUNDAY SERVICE ON YOUTUBE 

Due to the steep increase in Covid-19 cases, especially 
in Minnesota and specifically & significantly in Itasca 
County, we’ll be following both the Governor’s and 
our Bishop’s/Conference’s recommendations of mov-
ing to live streaming our services (link below).  We can 
receive up to 10 worshippers to attend the live-
streamed services. We’re asking that people call 
ahead of Sunday (by Friday at 2:00 pm) to let us know 
you’d like to attend.  This number does not include the 
worship/music/tech folks who help in facilitating the 
service.  As always, our services are available on ICTV 
at 4:00pm Tuesdays and 8:00am on Wednesdays. 

It feels heartbreaking to have to move to this method 
but hopefully, as the cases diminish, we can again re-
turn to opening up the sanctuary to again allow safe 
distancing. Be Gods, Jim 

Click on or enter this 
link: https://
www.youtube.com/
channel/
UCdKZzWoWgOnjrV2NbZudelg 
 

We are so close to having 100 subscribers! When you 
see the red SUBSCRIBE button on the right side of the 
screen, click Subscribe. AND then choose ALL from the 
Bell button to the right. That way you will be notified 
by email as soon as a service goes live. The service will 
also be available to view at your convenience by going 
to our YouTube channel 

If you are interested in learning more and becoming a 
part of the team that works each week on this signifi-
cant part of our ministry, please contact Justine (218-
259-3532) or Keith (218-410-1650).  And thank you for 
watching! 

Did you know that we have about 40 members who 
pray for the needs of our congregation, community, & 
the world on our Prayer Chain? Requests can be made 
by contacting Jodi in the church office (during office 
hours) or Nancy O’Toole at other times. 

By using email I can quickly forward your message ex-
actly as written.  You can also call me at 218-256-
7711.  Texting is possible but not as convenient. If you 
would like to join our group and receive prayer re-
quests by email, please contact me.  Nancy O’Toole 

Prayer Chain To receive 

or request prayer, contact 
Nancy O’Toole at  

nlotoole@me.com 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdKZzWoWgOnjrV2NbZudelg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdKZzWoWgOnjrV2NbZudelg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdKZzWoWgOnjrV2NbZudelg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdKZzWoWgOnjrV2NbZudelg


 

Thank you for your continued support of the day-to-day ministry of the church. We 
try to be careful stewards of your gifts. 

Our Mission: To reduce the impact and harm of sexual violence in the communities we 

serve. 

Support Within Reach is a private, non-profit, community service organization serving 

residents and those impacted by incidents of sexual violence in Aitkin, Beltrami, Cass, 

Clearwater, Hubbard, and Itasca Counties. Existence is made possible by the work of a 

volunteer Board of Directors, staff, volunteer advocates, and contributors. 

Support Within Reach is looking for donations of toiletries. These items need to full size shampoo, conditioner, body 

soap, body lotion, tooth brush, tooth paste, and deodorant. If you would like to donate to this outreach please bring 

your donations to the church. We would like to make our donation before Christmas. Thank You 

October 2020 

Youth News! 

We taught Pastor Jim a new game:  Ghost in the graveyard!  The Halloween Camp-

fire out at Pastor Jim & Jodel’s house was full of laughter, running around, Roasting 

hotdogs, conversation, and s’mores!  When everyone was there we had 15 

youth!  One of the most exciting things this fall are all the new faces coming to 

meetings and events!   

God’s forgiveness and loving others as they are have been some of the themes 

we’ve investigated and talked about in 

previous meetings.  At our last 

meeting, we decided we would contin-

ue meeting wearing masks.  (which you’ve all been doing a great job at 

already!)  So in December we’ll have Sr. High on Wednesday, the 2nd, 

Jr. High on Sunday, the 13th, and an All Youth Christmas party on 

Wednesday, Dec. 16th!  Everyone should bring a gift suitable for either 

male or female with a $10 limit.  We’ll go shopping for Christmas fami-

lies, come back have dinner and party! 

In January, we’re hoping to go tubing and we’re looking at our yearly 

winter retreat at Northern Pines if they’ll be having groups there at 

that time. 

 

  Income Expenses Net Income 

October 2020                   20,240                    17,807                      2,433  

    

YTD - 2020                 199,472                  170,987                    28,485  

YTD - 2019                 247,329                  245,590                      1,739  

Change                 (47,857)                 (74,603)                   26,746  

    

YTD  - 2020 - Weekly Avg                     4,639                      3,922                         717  

YTD  - 2019 - Weekly Avg                     5,687                      5,681                             6  

Change                   (1,048)                   (1,759)                        711  



 Meet the two boys that GRUMC sponsor.  

 

 

 

Efrain is now in 8th grade and here is a letter he sent 
to us: 

Hello sponsors,  

How are you? I hope you are fine, how is the pandemic 
doing there? I hope it ends soon so that I can see you. 
From my part I am fine so is my family .  

I tell you that I went to the next grade, that I will stay 
at Adonai and I feel very happy to be there. I want 
that Christmas comes so that I can spend time with my 
family. I hope you have a nice time with your family as 
well. I wish God would bless you and take care of you. 
Hopefully this virus does not touch your life and that 
you are forever happy.  

Without further ado I say goodbye to you, I know that 
we will see each other soon. 

Efrain de Jesus Martinez P. 

Alexander Benitez Sanchez is our new child. His 

birthdate is 3/24/2014 . Here is a picture that he drew 

for us. 

 

“Whoever humbles himself like this child is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 18:3 


