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           The Order of Celebration and Worship 

           January 12, 2020 
Baptism of the Lord                                                                                 9:30 a.m. 

Jesus is baptized in order to fulfill all righteousness. When priorities are askew and direc-
tions misleading, he shows the way of God’s Kingdom.  When neighbors are in conflict, the 
Spirit descends like a dove with the  hope of peace for all God’s people. The baptism of Je-
su portrays God’s promise to set aright the creation. 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC                                                                                                             “Forever” 

(As we share in our pre-service music, kids from 6th grade and down are invited to come 
forward, take a rhythm instrument and join Pastor Jim and be part of the rhythm section.) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

                    

PRELUDE                                     “Down to the River to Pray”            Mark Hayes 

 

 

GATHERING 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)                                              Lay Reader:  Kathy Mahaffey 
 
L: Single cells more complex than any human-made machine. 

P: Fashioned by the great I Am. 

L: A system that turns sunlight into energy and life: Photosynthesis; 

P: Made by a magnificent and mighty God.  

L: Oxygen supplied to every cell in the body by a most intricate delivery: a circulatory   
system; 

P: Dreamed up by the divine designer. 

L: Two tiny cells that come together and magically transform into organs and arms and 
eyes and skin; 

P: Conceived by the Creator of the cosmos. 

L:  A universe vaster than we can imagine, 

P: But a God who is even bigger. 

L: This is Yaweh. 

P: The one who brings life into being. 

L: Elohim. 

P: The Almighty. 

 

 

 

 

SIGN ME UP 

I’m  interested in serving in the fol-

lowing ways: 

Communion 

Media Team  

Hospitality Team 

Music Ministry 

Teach Sunday School 

Refreshments after Worship 

Ushering 

Greeter 

Other (Please write in) 

________________________________ 

 

 

I’d like to receive the Prayer Chain 

  Yes                           No   

I’d like to participate in: 

 Sunday School Teacher 

 Help with Ash Wednesday/ 

  Lenten Services. 

NAME:___________________________ 

Email/Phone:______________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION: 

L:    Live each day aware of God’s presence. 

P:  Live in the power of the risen Christ. 

L:  Live in the joy of the ever present Spirit. 

P: As a beloved child of God, live without fear. 

L:  Live abundantly. Live faithfully. Remember you are God’s holy ones—           
 anointed by the Spirit. 

P:  Blessed by God and accompanied by the risen Christ. 

L:  Do not be afraid. God goes with you.  

P:  To build bridges of reconciliation, create communities of acceptance 
 and nurture, and villages of compassion. 

L:  Do not forget you are God’s holy ones, 

P:  And God goes with us. 

L:  Go in peace, strengthened by God’s blessing.  Amen 

P:  Amen. 

 

                                                         POSTLUDE               

 

This service is subject to change by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Ushers: Sue Kolka, Randy Kolka, Pam Bloom, Dave Bloom, Dave Strock 

Greeters: Curt and Judy Wilson 

 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee & fellowship. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Sermon Notes: 

 

 



 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                “There’s a Reason You’re You”                                                                                   

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS                                                           Lay Reader:  Kathy Mahaffey 

 Isaiah 42:1-9                                                                                                               NRSV  

 Acts 10:34-43                                                                                                              NRSV  

 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES AND OURSELVES TO GOD  

 Offertory      

(As the children’s hymn is played before the formal offertory, the children are invited 

to come to the altar and drop any loose change in the white children’s offering 

plate.)                                                             

 Doxology No. 94           “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING   No. 251 (Red Hymnal)         “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 

 

CONCERNS OF CHRIST’S COMMUNITY 

In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice 

Look to God, do not be afraid. Lift up your voices, 

The Lord is near, lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 

 

GOSPEL READING:                       Matthew 23:13-17                                               MSG 

 

MESSAGE                        “Jesus’ Baptism: The Divine Trifecta”   Rev. James Crecelius 

 

CLOSING HYMN  No. 2186 (Faith We Sing)                                       “ Song of Hope” 

(During the closing hymn, we invite children grade six and under to be excused to the 
Discovery Zone. Please follow the Adventure Leader who will meet you in the hallway 

behind the pews.)                                                                  

 

SENDING 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

Add my request to the Prayer Chain  

 for: 

Short-term (4  weeks) 

Long-term (6 months) 

I would like the pastor to 

           Visit ______  Call_____ 

 

My Next Step Today: 

I’m beginning a relationship with   

  Jesus 

I want to make arrangements to be  

       Baptized (or have my child baptized) 

 I want to get involved in a Bible  

   Study/Small Group 

 I will begin to serve in a new way 

 I would like to talk to someone 

        considering membership 

 

NAME:__________________________ 

PHONE:_________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L: El Roi. 

P: The God who sees and knows all. 

L: Jehovah Jireh. 

P: The one who provides all we need. 

L: This is the God we worship. 

P: Let us praise God and celebrate God’s great love for each and for all. 

 

*OPENING HYMN  No. 723 (Red Hymnal)                                         “Shall We Gather at the River” 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION (Responsive)                                                     Lay Reader:  Kathy Mahaffey 

L: How can we not hear this God-Voice that thunders and crashes; 

P: That twists and shakes into the very heart of creation? 

L: How can we not hear the God-Voice to Jesus saying, 

P: “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased”? 

L: O God, you speak and we don’t recognize your voice. 

P: You speak and we don’t listen. 

L: Forgive us, God, for failing to hear and failing to heed your voice. 

P: Open our ears and let us hear. 

L: In our Gospel Reading for this morning John the Baptist tells the crowds that Jesus will   
baptize them, not with water, but with the Holy Spirit. 

P: The Holy spirit is passion, power and fire!  

L: Don’t you sometimes wonder: where is the fire in the church today? 

ALL: God who made us; Christ who saved us; Spirit who sustains us; where is our fire today? 
 Why do we seem so powerless to overcome the weaknesses of the flesh, the temptations 
 of the deceiver, the lure of the world?  Are we like those of whom Jesus spoke when he 
 said there would be many in the days to come who held to a form of religion but had not 
 the power of it? 

L: We long for the fire. 

P: We ache for the power. 

L: Reveal to us the barriers blocking our way to the fire, 

P: That we might begin to find our way around them and into the wonderful warming      
presence  of your Spirit. 

ALL: This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 
 
 

 


